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About The Conversation

• Started in Australia, 2011. Editions: Africa, Australia, Canada, France, 
Indonesia, NZ, Spain, UK, US

• From TheConversation.com
• The Conversation is an independent source of news, analysis and expert opinion, written by 

academics and researchers, and delivered direct to the public.
• 85% of readers are non-academic which supports our vision of sharing academic knowledge direct 

with the public.

• We only allow authors to write on a subject on which they have proven expertise.
• Authors work with professional journalists who help them share their knowledge, at a time 

when people need it and in a way that it can be easily understood.
• We aim to democratise knowledge and work with academic experts to inject evidence into 

public debate. 
• We have an engaged audience. After reading an article, 85% of readers discuss it with friends, 

53% share on social media, and 23% comment on the article. 39% of readers do further 
research,…and 15% use articles to support policy and business decisions.

Full report available at https://bit.ly/2FFyFyx
Executive summary at https://bit.ly/35POe14

https://theconversation.com/
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Reader engagement: Summary

• Readers vs median reads for all articles, all time (since March 2011)

• Equalled median reads for all articles, all time, by Day 2 (125%)

• Doubled median reads for all articles, all time, by Day 8 (203%)

• Trebled median reads for all articles, all time, by Day 45 (305%)

• Rank vs average readers per article, all articles, all time
• Top half, by Day 2 (top 43%)

• Top third, by Day 4 (top 31%)

• Top quarter, by Day 14 (top 25%)

• Top fifth, by Day 37 (top 20%)

At Day 80: 349%

At Day 80: top 16%

Pol: The global war on money laundering is a failed experiment

Full report available at https://bit.ly/2FFyFyx
Executive summary at https://bit.ly/35POe14
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Reader engagement: Summary

• Daily readership rank
• Ranging between the top 0.1% (on Day 1) and the top 3.5% (on Day 80) of readership for 

all articles each day (80 day average: top 1%; 80 day median: top 0.8% of all articles)
• Ranging between the top 0.2% (on Day 1) & top 6.9% (on Day 79) of readership for all 

articles read each day (80 day average: top 2.3%; 80 day median: top 1.8%)

• Rank vs average readers per author per article, all time (since March 2011)

• Top three-quarters of all authors, on Day 1 (top 71%)
• Top half of all authors, by Day 3 (top 44%)
• Top third of all authors, by Day 18 (top 33%)
• Top quarter of all authors, by Day 39 (top 25%) At Day 80: top 22%

Pol: The global war on money laundering is a failed experiment

Note: Long tail of engaged readership. On average over the 80 days tracked, 46% of all 
articles of all time (since March 2011) are read on any day

Full report available at https://bit.ly/2FFyFyx
Executive summary at https://bit.ly/35POe14
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Statistics overview
Stats available only for my institution, so how does La Trobe university compare?
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How does La Trobe compare?

• LaTrobe is a full member of The Conversation, with over 350 authors 
contributing more than 1150 articles since The Conversation’s launch in 
March 2011 (including 2 in its first month and 65 that year)

• Tony Walker (Adjunct Professor, School of Communications, & Vice 
Chancellor’s fellow, La Trobe University) is on the Board

• If La Trobe’s contributions are average, these rankings will broadly 
correlate across The Conversation’s platform

• If La Trobe is a leader, the rankings in this document will be understated

• So, how does La Trobe compare?



Readership engagement by university
La Trobe University, all time (March 2011 to Oct 2019)



Readership engagement by university
Selected universities, all time (March 2011 to Oct 2019)



Readership engagement by university
Selected universities, all time 



Readership engagement by university
Selected universities, 1 year 



Readership engagement by university
Selected universities, 1 year 



Tracked article impact on reader 
stats
Cumulative daily tracking: 7 days before and after publication
n = 1149 LTU articles at 21 Oct
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Impact on LTU reader stats
10 days before and after publication (21 Oct 2019)

LTU articles (total) 1149
LTU articles read on 21 Oct 598 - 52% of total LTU articles
Total LTU article readership on 21 Oct 15,284 - range 1 to 4,742, average 25.5, median 3 per article
‘War on ML’ reads on 21 Oct 4,742 - 31% of total LTU reads that day



Daily readers: 5 days post-
publication
Tracked article and other top 4 per day
n = 1149 LTU articles
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Daily readership
War on ML vs. other top 4 LTU articles per day (of all 1149 LTU articles)
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Top 10 articles on publication date
Cumulative daily tracking: 7 days
n = 1149 LTU articles 21-27 Oct
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Cumulative daily readers: 7 days
Tracking the top 10 articles on publication date, 21 Oct 2019
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Top 10 articles
on & post-publication
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LTU articles
n = 1149 21-27 Oct

n = 1150 28 Oct

n = 1151 29-30 Oct

n = 1152 31 Oct-10 Nov

n = 1153 11 Nov

n = 1154 12 Nov

n = 1155 13 Nov-14 Nov

n = 1156 15 Nov-25 Nov

n = 1158 26 Nov-



Top 10 articles, on publication date
n = 1149 LTU articles



Top 10 articles, 1 week
n = 1149 LTU articles



Top 10 articles, 2 weeks
n = 1152 LTU articles



Top 10 articles, 3 weeks
n = 1152 LTU articles



Top 10 articles, 4 weeks
n = 1156 LTU articles



Top 10 articles, 5 weeks
n = 1156 LTU articles



Top 10 articles, 6 weeks
n = 1161 LTU articles



Top 10 authors
on & post-publication
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LTU authors
n = 335 21-28 Oct

n = 336 29 Oct-10 Nov

n = 337 11 Nov-25 Nov

n = 338 26 Nov-2 Dec

n = 339 26 Nov-2 Dec



Top 10 authors, on publication date
n = 335 LTU authors



Top 10 authors, 1 week
n = 335 LTU authors



Top 10 authors, 2 weeks
n = 336 LTU authors



Top 10 authors, 3 weeks
n = 336 LTU authors
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Top 10 authors, 4 weeks
n = 337 LTU authors
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Top 10 authors, 5 weeks
n = 337 LTU authors
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Top 10 authors, 6 weeks
n = 337 LTU authors
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Article readership rank (daily)
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Daily readership rank, top x%, 80 days
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Focus: Daily readership rank, top 10%, 80 days
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Reverse rank: Top 10% of all articles
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All articles, all time
Context
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Context: all articles, all time
1149 LTU articles: 24 March 2011 to 20 Oct 2019 (day prior to publication)

• In the 12 months to 20 October 2019, 1147 articles read
• Range 1 to 204,999 reads per article

• Median 442

• Average 3,768 [average reads per article per day = 10]

• Includes 65 articles published in 2011 (Earliest article: 24 March 2011, 128 reads)
• Range 6 to 21,813. Median 73. Average 808

• In the 6 months to 20 October 2019, 1139 articles read
• Range 1 to 199,279 reads per article

• Median 218

• Average 2,051 [average reads per article per day = 11]

• Includes 65 articles published in 2011 (Earliest article: 24 March 2011, 67 reads)
• Range 3 to 10,646. Median 37. Average 407



All articles, all time
How the tracked article ranks against the cumulative readership of all articles since 2011
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All articles, all time
Readers and % median reads vs. median reads, all articles, all time
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All articles, all time
Rank by readers per article (average): all articles, all time (daily)
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All articles, all time
Rank by readers per article, all articles, all time (weekly)
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All articles, all time
Tracking article ranks against the cumulative readership of all articles since 2011
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All articles, all time: On publication date
1149 LTU articles: 24 March 2011 to 21 Oct 2019

Readership per article
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All articles, all time: Day 2 (publication+1)
1149 LTU articles: 24 March 2011 to 22 Oct 2019

Readership per article
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All articles, all time: Day 3 (publication+2)
1149 LTU articles: 24 March 2011 to 23 Oct 2019

Readership per article
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All articles, all time: Day 4
1149 LTU articles: 24 March 2011 to 24 Oct 2019

Readership per article
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All articles, all time: Day 7
1149 LTU articles: 24 March 2011 to 27 Oct 2019

Readership per article
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All articles, all time: Day 10
1151 LTU articles: 24 March 2011 to 30 Oct 2019

Readership per article
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All articles, all time: Day 14
1152 LTU articles: 24 March 2011 to 3 Nov 2019

Readership per article
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All articles, all time: Day 18
1152 LTU articles: 24 March 2011 to 7 Nov 2019
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All articles, all time: Day 35
1156 LTU articles: 24 March 2011 to 24 Nov 2019
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All articles, all time: Day 37
1158 LTU articles: 24 March 2011 to 26 Nov 2019
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Articles

All time
rank %

All time 
median reads %

All articles 
median reads, 
all time: 5,839

Pol: War on ML
Readers: 16,041

All time rank:
234/1158, top 20%

Day 37

Eq
u

al

Day 2
125%

D
o

u
b

le

Day 8
203%

To
p

  h
al

f

Day 2
Top 43%

To
p

 t
h

ir
d

Day 4
Top 31%

To
p

 1
/4

Day 14
Top 25%

To
p

 1
/5

Day 37
Top 20%

% all articles, 
all time 

(cumulative)

16% 41% 54% 65% 71% 76% 82%79% 84% 100%



All articles, all time: Day 45
1164 LTU articles: 24 March 2011 to 4 Dec 2019
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All articles, all time: Day 65
1170 LTU articles: 24 March 2011 to 24 Dec 2019
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All articles, all time: Day 80
1170 LTU articles: 24 March 2011 to 8 Jan 2020
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Republication
The article was also republished elsewhere
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The article also did well on republication

• Known republications:
• Medium (author)

• The Mandarin. The essential resource for effective public sector leaders

• KYC360/RiskScreen. Eliminating financial crime with smart technology

• The Evening Report & Foreign Affairs. Global open source intelligence

• Business Daily Media. By NewsCompany.com.au

• News on Compliance. Compliance news aggregator

• Pleasebeinformed.com. Portmanteau suite of publications by Nigel Morris Cotterill (author)

• MENAFN. Middle East North Africa Financial Network 

• The Mandarin’s head of production said:
• “The repub we did of your Convo article was in the top 10 of our weekly stats. That's quite 

remarkable”, Felicity Neale, 5 November 2019

https://bit.ly/2o3kuy1
https://www.themandarin.com.au/118578-a-criminal-asked-to-design-australias-anti-money-laundering-laws-would-probably-keep-the-ones-weve-got/
https://www.riskscreen.com/kyc360/article/a-criminal-asked-to-design-our-anti-money-laundering-laws-would-probably-keep-the-ones-weve-got/
https://eveningreport.nz/2019/10/22/a-criminal-asked-to-design-our-anti-money-laundering-laws-would-probably-keep-the-ones-weve-got-125143/
https://foreignaffairs.co.nz/2019/10/22/a-criminal-asked-to-design-our-anti-money-laundering-laws-would-probably-keep-the-ones-weve-got-125143/
http://www.businesses.com.au/
https://newsoncompliance.com/
https://www.pleasebeinformed.com/
https://menafn.com/


All authors, all time
Context
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Context: All authors, all time
331 LTU authors: 24 March 2011 to 20 Oct 2019 (day before publication)

• Authors: 331

• Articles: 1230 (higher than total articles, includes multiple authors)

• Total reads: 20,062,246

• Articles per author
• Range 1 to 87. Average 3.7. Median 1.

• Reads per author, all articles (all time)
• Range 518 to 1,534,937. Average 60,611. Median 13,994.

• Reads per author per article (all time)
• Range 518 to 517,938. Average 18,911. Median 8,025.



All authors, all time
How the tracked author ranks against the cumulative & average article readership of all authors since 2011
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Pol: The global war on money laundering is a failed experiment



All author articles, all time
Readers and % vs. median per article per author average reads, all time
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All authors, all time
Rank by readers per article (average): all articles, all time (daily)
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All authors, all time
Rank by average reads per article, all articles, all time (weekly)
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All authors, all time
Tracking author ranks against the cumulative & average article readership of all authors since 2011

Tracking reader engagement
Pol: The global war on money laundering is a failed experiment



All authors, all time: On publication date
335 LTU authors: Average reads per author per article: 24 Mar 2011 to 21 Oct 2019

Avg readership per author per article

Authors
Pol: War on ML
Readers: 4,742
All time rank:

237/335 authors, top 71%

All time 
avg reads per article 

per author % To
p
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% all authors, 
all time 
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All authors, all time: Day 2 (publication+1)
335 LTU authors: Average reads per author per article: 24 Mar 2011 to 22 Oct 2019

Avg readership per author per article

Authors
Pol: War on ML
Readers: 7,217
All time rank:

184/335 authors, top 55%
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All authors, all time: Day 5
335 LTU authors: Average reads per author per article: 24 Mar 2011 to 25 Oct 2019

Avg readership per author per article

Authors
Pol: War on ML
Readers: 10,787

All time rank:
133/335 authors, top 40%
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All authors, all time: Day 10
336 LTU authors: Average reads per author per article: 24 Mar 2011 to 30 Oct 2019

Avg readership per author per article

Authors

All time 
avg reads per article 

per author %

Pol: War on ML
Readers: 12,103

All time rank:
119/336 authors, top 35%
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All authors, all time: Day 18
336 LTU authors: Average reads per author per article: 24 Mar 2011 to 7 Nov 2019

Avg readership per author per article

Authors

All time 
avg reads per article 

per author %

Pol: War on ML
Readers: 13,360

All time rank:
112/336 authors, top 33%
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All authors, all time: Day 20
336 LTU authors: Average reads per author per article: 24 Mar 2011 to 9 Nov 2019

Avg readership per author per article

Authors

All time 
avg reads per article 

per author %

Pol: War on ML
Readers: 13,533

All time rank:
112/336 authors, top 33%
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All authors, all time: Day 36
337 LTU authors: Average reads per author per article: 24 Mar 2011 to 25 Nov 2019

Avg readership per author per article

Authors

All time 
avg reads per article 

per author %

Pol: War on ML
Readers: 15,838

All time rank:
90/337 authors, top 27%
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All authors, all time: Day 39
338 LTU authors: Average reads per author per article: 24 Mar 2011 to 28 Nov 2019

Avg readership per author per article

Authors
Pol: War on ML
Readers: 16,646

All time rank:
85/338 authors, top 25%
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All authors, all time: Day 45
339 LTU authors: Average reads per author per article: 24 Mar 2011 to 4 Dec 2019

Avg readership per author per article

Authors
Pol: War on ML
Readers: 17,877

All time rank:
81/339 authors, top 24%

To
p

  3
/4 Day 1

Top 71%

To
p

 h
al

f

Day 3
Top 44%

To
p

 t
h

ir
d

Day 18
Top 33%

To
p

 1
/4 Day 39

Top 25%

All time 
avg reads per article 

per author %

76% 78% 100%73%67%62%55%44%29%13%

% all authors, 
all time 

(cumulative)



All authors, all time: Day 65
339 LTU authors: Average reads per author per article: 24 Mar 2011 to 24 Dec 2019

Avg readership per author per article

Authors

To
p

  3
/4 Day 1

Top 71%

To
p

 h
al

f

Day 3
Top 44%

To
p

 t
h

ir
d

Day 18
Top 33%

To
p

 1
/4 Day 39

Top 25%

All time 
avg reads per article 

per author %

76% 78% 100%73%66%60%55%43%29%13%

% all authors, 
all time 

(cumulative)

Pol: War on ML
Readers: 20,005

All time rank:
76/339 authors

top 22%



All authors, all time: Day 80
341 LTU authors: Average reads per author per article: 24 Mar 2011 to 8 Jan 2020

Avg readership per author per article
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